
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1314
 
Main Petitioner: Rebecca Stafford
  
Subject: Ban hot branding of equine animals 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to amend 
immediately the Prohibited Procedures on Protected Animals (Exemptions) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2007 and ban the hot branding of all equine animals.   
 

Background 
Hot branding involves marking the coat of an equine animal with a heated iron 
to make a permanent identifying mark.  

Scottish Government Action 
The Scottish Government issued a targeted consultation letter in December 
2009 to equine and veterinary associations, explaining that it intends to ban 
hot branding of equines. The letter asked for responses by the 28 February 
2010. A copy of the letter was posted on Bill Wilson MSP’s website: 
 

HOT BRANDING OF EQUINE ANIMALS 
As you may be aware section 20 of the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006 makes it an offence to carry out a procedure on a 
protected animal which involves interference with the sensitive tissues 
or bone structure of an animal.  The Prohibited Procedures on 
Protected Animals (Exemptions) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 exempt 
certain procedures from this general prohibition and one of these 
exempted procedures is the hot branding of equine animals for 
identification purposes.  However, hot branding of equine animals is 
only permitted in Scotland where a specific authorisation has been 
issued by Scottish Ministers. 
Since these Regulations came into effect specific authorisations have 
only been requested for a number of Exmoor ponies.   
Since July this year, it has been a requirement for all horses and 
ponies to be microchipped and this has considerably weakened the 
case to allow hot branding.  In addition, the British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) issued a recent policy statement which stated: 
“Hot branding is generally carried out without analgesia and is 
undoubtedly a painful process.  The BVA believe that the continued 
use of hot branding as a means of identifying certain breeds is 
unacceptable and should be banned on welfare grounds”. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1314.htm
http://www.billwilsonmsp.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=791&Itemid=1


 

This statement goes further than the statement issued by the British 
Equine Veterinary Association, who wished to see hot branding of 
equine animals “phased out”.   
As a consequence, we have been reviewing our policy which has 
allowed hot branding of certain horses and ponies under the 
restrictions of a specific authorisation.  Richard Lochhead, the Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, has indicated that he 
would like to remove the exemption for hot branding of equine animals, 
making the hot branding of any equine animal in Scotland an offence.  
This will mean that the Prohibited Procedures on Protected Animals 
(Exemptions) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 will need to be amended.     
It is a requirement of section 20 (6) of the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006 that before any Regulation is made under section 
20, Scottish Ministers must consult “such persons appearing to them to 
represent relevant interests….as they consider appropriate”.   
Thus this letter is designed to inform you of the Scottish Government’s 
intention to lay an amending Regulation in Parliament and to allow you 
the opportunity to make your views known to us.  In the meantime, no 
further authorisations to hot brand any equine animal in Scotland will 
be issued. 
If you wish to comment on our plans to remove the exemption for hot 
branding, thus making it an offence to hot brand any equine animal in 
Scotland, please send your respond by 28 February 2010 to the 
following email address:  animal.health@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
Tom Edwards 
Senior Research Specialist 
11 February 2010 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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